
WWhhyy  iiss  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayy  ooff  SSuukkkkoott  kknnoowwnn  aass  ““zzmmaann  ssiimmcchhaatteeiinnuu,,””  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  oouurr  rreejjooiicciinngg??

While the Torah mentions “joy” only once in its description of the festival of Shavuot, and
not at all with respect to Passover, rejoicing is mentioned three times in connection to the holi-
day of Sukkot:

The source of this great joy is predicated on the
recognition of all the goodness that G-d provides
for all humankind. This is brought to mind, first
and foremost, by the sukkah itself. By dwelling in a
temporary hut, outside of the physical comforts of
one's home, we are dramatically reminded of just
how much we have been blessed. Simple things
that people often take for granted, like four walls
to keep out the wind, windows to keep out the
noise, a roof to keep out the rain, and all the other
comforts of home, take on additional importance
when dwelling in a sukkah.

Additionally, the holiday of Sukkot is celebrated
at the time of the harvest, when farmers bring in
the fruit of their labors, and everyone prepares for
the onset of winter. This too serves as a spur for
people to be thankful that the ground brings forth
such delights and that trees bear such bountiful
fruit. There is no question that, having witnessed
the miracle of growth in the field, people are
moved to be thankful to the Creator of all things.
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SSoouurrccee  11--11

LLeevviittiiccuuss  2233::4400

oh¦n²h ,lgjc¦J ogfh¥vO-¡t h-h h¯bjpik o¤T§j©n§GU/ / /
...And you shall rejoice before the L-rd your G-d.

DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy  1166::1144

W¤,¨n£t³u W§Sjclg±u W¤TicU W±bicU v¨T©t W®D©jjC ¨T§j©n¨G±u
:Wh¤rkg§JiC r¤J£t v²b¨njk©t¨v±u oI,²H©v±u r¯D©v±u h°uhK©v±u

And you shall rejoice in your Festival, you and your

son and your daughter and your servant and your

maidservant, and the levi and the convert and the

orphan and the widow who dwell in your gates.

DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy  1166::1155

:©j¥nG̈ Q©t ¨,h°h¨v±u/ / /Wh¤vO-¡t h-hlk d«jT̈ oh¦n²h ,lgjc¦J
Seven days you shall rejoice [before] the L-rd your

G-d...and you shall be exceedingly joyful.

SSoouurrccee  11--22

BBeerreeiisshhiitthh  11::1111--1133

.¤r¨t¨vxklg IcxIg§r³z r¤J£t Ibh¦njk h¦rjP v¤G«g h¦rjP .hg g©r®z lgh¦r±z©n c¤Ghg t¤J¤S .¤r¨t¨v t¥J§s©T oh¦vO-¡t r¤nt«H³u
t§r³H³u Uv¯bh¦njk IcxIg§r³z r¤J£t h¦rjPxv¤G«g .hg±u Uv¯bh¦njk g©r®z lgh¦r±z©n c¤Ghg t¤J¤S .¤r¨t¨v thmIT³u :ihfxh¦v±h³u

:h¦Jhik§J oIh r¤e«cxh¦v±h³u c¤rggxh¦v±h³u :cIyxhiF oh¦vO-¡t
And G-d said “Let the land bring forth vegetation, plant bearing seeds that come
from seeds and fruit trees that the fruit is to its kind that have seeds within it on 
the land, and it was so. And the land brought forth vegetation, plant bearing seeds
according to their kind and trees that had fruit according to their kind. And G-d
saw that it was good. And it was evening and it was  morning, the third day.
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When G-d brought the Children of Israel out of the Egyptian slavery, He provided the 
people with all their needs. He gave them manna from heaven for food and water from
Miriam's well. He also gave them sukkot in which to dwell. These provisions, however, were
merely examples of the provisions that G-d provides for humankind every single day.  

In addition to meeting their physical needs, however, G-d also provided a protective, spiritual
“sukkah” for the Jewish people. These were the Ananei Hakavod, the Clouds of Glory, which
surrounded the Children of Israel throughout their forty years in the wilderness. These clouds
did more than simply protect the Jewish people from their physical enemies; they created a pro-
tective cocoon around them so that the people could focus on the spiritual growth that was nec-
essary for them to work up to their spiritual potential and merit entering the land of Israel.
Thus, the sages note that the act of dwelling in the sukkah is meant to remind us as well of the
Clouds of Glory that surrounded our ancestors in the wilderness.

There is no more appropriate time to feel surrounded by this Divine spirit than during the
month of Tishrei, just after the High Holidays.  After all, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are
days of judgement and awe.  During this period, every man and woman approaches the Divine
throne and beseeches G-d to be forgiven for the sins they may have committed and to be
cleansed of their misdeeds.  At the end of Yom Kippur, it is assumed that the prayers for atone-
ment have been accepted, and we enter the new year with a clean slate. This, too, is a reason for
the joy of Sukkot. 

When people surround themselves with this sense of gratitude and love for G-d and for all
He provides, it is impossible not to rejoice.

SSoouurrccee  11--33

EExxoodduuss  1133::2211--2222

sUNlgjC o¨nIh o¤vh¯bjpik Qhk«v h-h³u
sUNlgjC vkk±hlk±u Q¤r¤S©v o¨,«j±blk i²bkg

:vkk±hkk²u o¨nIh ,gfgkkk o¤vkk rh¦t¨vjk J¥t
sUNlg±u o¨nIh i²bkg¤v sUNlg Jh¦n²hxtO

:okg¨v h¯bjpik vkk±hkk J¥t¨v

And G-d went ahead of them by day with a
pillar of cloud, to make the pillar a guide for
them on the way, and at night a pillar of fire
to give them light to go day and night.
Neither the pillar of cloud in the daytime nor
the pillar of fire at night moved away from the
people.
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