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A Tribute To
NJOP’s Special
Woman

By: Ephraim Z. Buchwald

he Hebrew word shalom means both
Thello and good-bye. While we wish

Beryl Levenson, NJOP’s extraordi-

nary Associate

Director, a loving
farewell, she is not
really leaving us
entirely.

After 17 years of
devoting her heart
and soul to our
organization and to

the Jewish commu-

nity in general,

Beryl and her beloved hus-

band, Sam, have fulfilled their lifelong
dream and have moved to Israel.
Fortunately for NJOP she will be in con-
stant communication with us from her
new home in Jerusalem and will visit us
frequently in the United States. We
even expect to have the pleasure of
Beryl’s company in the office from time
to time.

I first met Beryl in 1976, when I
served as a part-time teacher of Jewish
Philosophy at Ulpana Ohr Torah, Rabbi
Shlomo Riskin’s high school for girls
that was then located in Riverdale. The
Ulpana was an exciting school. Dr.
Rivka Blau was the outstanding princi-
pal, pedagogue and role model, and her
faithful and very competent assistant
was Beryl Levenson. Although I only
taught for two or three hours on Friday
mornings, I thoroughly enjoyed my
years at the Ulpana and still have rela-
tionships with quite a few of the stu-
dents, including one who is now my
next door neighbor. Dr. Blau and Beryl
created a very special spirit in the
school. It was not only a place where

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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NEWSLETTER

Eleventtc Dagzling Dinner!

National Jewish Outreach

Program burst onto
the Jewish out-
reach scene, but
not until
seven years
later did
the organi-
zation
make its
“Dinner
debut.” From
that very first
Dinner, held at the
Hotel Pierre in 1993,
NJOP established a repu-
tation for hosting extraor-
dinary events: elegant, breathtakingly
beautiful, and effectively fulfilling its rai-
son d’etre, raising critically needed fund-
ing to create and perpetuate educational-
ly outstanding and spiritually uplifting
Jewish programming. This year’s dinner,
held at the Waldorf=Astoria on
February 1, 2005, was
no exception.

The

Eleventh
Annual
NJOP
Dinner -
was a daz-
zling and \
dramatic
affair. Dinner
Co-chairs Karen
Lehmann-Eisner and
David Eisner, Sylvia and
Carl Freyer, and Tracy
and Sander Gerber, and
NJOP’s newly appointed Events
Coordinator Rachael Erlichman success-
fully transformed the Waldorf=Astoria’s
Grand Ballroom into a magical and
sparkling setting, best described as a

It was back in October of 1987 that the

Rabbi Buchwald presents award
to Guest of Honor
Zenek Podolsky and family

Rabbi Buchwald, Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin and Leslie Nelkin Service
Awardees Batya and Eddie Jacobs

scene out of Shakespeare’s A Mid-
Summer Night’s Dream.

The theme of this

year’s Dinner,

Hitchadshut--
Renewal,

resounded
effectively
through-
out the
evening.
As Tracy
Gerber point-
edly announced
in her welcoming
remarks, “NJOP’s mis-
sion is the renewal of
Jewish life for thousands
of disengaged Jews.”

Karen Lehmann-Eisner also empha-
sized the theme in her remarks, noting
that, “Thank G-d, every year continues to
be a year of renewal for NJOE and each
year, with more and more individuals

involved in NJOP programs, is a
year of renewal for the
Jewish people.”
How does one
Hebrew

class, one
Shabbat
experience
or one
Beginners
Service help
renew the
Jewish people?
The process, which
most often takes place
over several years, was
portrayed on the stage of
the Waldorf in “Return,” a short play
created by Eddie Jacobs, directed by
Alan Leicht, and starring Eddie and
Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald. “Return”

Jo

recounted Eddie’s “real life story,” from
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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learning was taken seriously, but also a
place where one could gain a love for
Torah and learning, and have fun at the
same time. Such institutions are rare
indeed.

So, when I decided to start NJOP in
the summer of 1987, I knew that I need-
ed someone special to help me make it
work. It was Rabbi Nochum Stilerman
who mentioned to me that Beryl might
be available, and to this very day I am
deeply indebted to him for that infor-
mation. Beryl and I had to start literally
from scratch. Rabbi Jay Marcus of the
Genesis Foundation and Joseph (Yogi)
Loshinsky of the Western Wall
Foundation were kind enough to let us
share their small offices in 475 Fifth
Avenue. Within eight months we had
grown so rapidly that there was no
room for the original occupants.

In early 1988, just a few months
after we started, Rabbi Mordechai Reich
joined our staff as the first Program
Director. We launched our first Hebrew
Reading campaign, and 5,000 people
responded! We were blown away!
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Levenson

However, would these same participants
respond to something more Jewish, like
Basic Judaism? 3,000 of the original
Hebrew Reading students enrolled! We
knew immediately that we were on to
something big. Beryl was there setting
up our new offices at 485 Fifth Avenue
and hiring additional staff, and addi-
tional staff, and additional staff.

I guess the rest is history.

So while I get the honor, it is Beryl
who deserves the credit, and Sam as
well, who used to come in to help us
with our bookkeeping and accounting
whenever necessary. As Beryl is today,
she has been throughout the past 17
years, a devoted servant of Al-mighty
G-d and His people. For Beryl there is

~The Role of American Jews in the Destiny of lsrael
--Living as a Hellenist and Loving It
--Women and the Future of American Jewry

no time clock, she is ready to serve 24/7.
And even today, in her semi-retirement,
she is still on top of everything, albeit
from a distance, but no less effectively
than before.

When G-d looked down from
heaven and saw the needs of His people,
He knew that someone special was
needed to help bring them back. So He
sent His extraordinary emissary, Beryl
Levenson, to help create our very
special organization.

Beryl, may it be G-d’s will that the
Divine Presence continues to dwell in
the works of your hands and in every
one of your endeavors.

Shalom, Beryl!

May you be blessed.

-

WANT To HEAR MORE FROM RABB!I BucHwALD AND NJOP?
The following lectures are available on audio tape:

Orders may be placed by check or credit card. Credit card orders, including card number, expiration date and full name

as it appears on card, can be sent via fax (646-871-0100) or email (info@njop.org). Orders may also be placed online at
www.njop.org. Checks can be sent to 989 Sixth Ave, 10th Floor, NY, NY 10018. Please include shipping address. There
is a $3 shipping and handling fee on all orders in the continental U.S. (Canadian orders by credit card only.)




PASSOVER ACROSS AMERICA

American Jewry celebrate the

Passover holiday in a more meaning-
ful way, the National Jewish Outreach
Program introduced a “PASSOVER ACROSS
AMERICA” injtiative. Nineteen syna-
gogues in sixteen cities offered PASSOVER
ACROSS AMERICA Seders as part of a pilot
program. Additionally, in the days and
weeks before the holiday, synagogues
and Jewish centers across North
America offered either a Model Seder or
NJOP’s new Pre-Passover Workshop or
both, as a way to prepare for Passover.

“Since its inception, NJOP’s goal
has been to work with synagogues to
enable them to reach out more effec-
tively to the less affiliated Jews in their
communities to give them a taste of
Jewish tradition,” said Rabbi Ephraim Z.
Buchwald, founder and director of
NJOP “By creating easy-to-implement,
appealing programs, we help syna-
gogues forge these connections. As the
numbers show, PASSOVER ACROSS
AMERICA, which was conceived and
sponsored by our dear and generous
friend, Mr. Sam Domb, was a phenome-
nal success in this regard.”

The nineteen rabbis who hosted the
pilot program and who benefitted from
NJOP’s programming materials and sub-
sidized local advertising, found, on the
whole, that they succeeded in drawing a
wide range of non-members who were
looking for a place to celebrate Passover.

@ NJOP STAFF @

Ephraim Z. Buchwald, Director
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Yitzchak Rosenbaum, Program Director
Florence Wiener, Hebrew Language Coordinator
Adina Bloomberg, Administrator
Rachael Erlichman, Special Events
Larry Greenman, Community Development
Rachel Shtern, Program Coordinator
Susanne Goldstone,
Regional Program Coordinator
Amy Gugig, MIS
Sarah Rochel Hewitt, Publications
Freeda Hoffman, Assistant to the Director
Lea Schulman, Production
Melanie Notkin, Marketing Consultant

SUPPORT STAFF

This year, in an effort to help North
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On April 23rd and 24th, Jews everywhere will lift
up the four cups of wine and commemorate their
fransformation from slaves into a free nation. Join the
National Jewish Outreach Program and celebrate...

PASSOVER:ACROSS AMERICA

Calabasas, CA
Oaklund, CA

San Dlego, CA
Stamford, CT

» Washington, DC
: Aventura, A

Boca Raton, FL
Overland Park, KS
Charlotte, NC

Los Vegas, NV
Mount Kisco, NY
New York, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Houston, TX

San Antonlo, TX
Milwaukee, WI
additional locations 1o follow

This Passover it's all about matzah, wine and a meaningful
experience! Come join the National Jewish Outreach Program
and Jews around the world as we celebrate Passover as never
before. Everyone is invited to our unique explanatory Seder...
singles, couples, families -- all nges. So bring your neighbors,
your friends, your co-workers -- and let’s celebrate, together!

For more information:

1-800-44-TORAH WWW.NJOP.ORG

. Netional Jewish Outrsach Program
Conceived and sponsored 989 Sixth Ave, 10th Fl, New York, NY 10018

1-800-44-TORAH or 646-871-4444
by Mr. Sam Domb R Sl o

At the renowned Ohev Shalom
Talmud Torah Congregation in
Washington, D.C., also known as “The
National Synagogue,” nearly 300 people--
90% of whom had never been to the syn-
agogue before--joined Rabbi Shmuel
Herzfeld for the first seder. “It was a
remarkable evening of everybody joining
together,” the rabbi said. “At our PASSOVER
ACROSS AMERICA Seder, we had people
from all walks of life and socio-economic
strata...People came in as strangers and
left as a community. People loved the
experience so much, that some expressed
interest in joining our shul, while others
wanted to learn about more of our pro-
grams and services.”

Similarly, Rabbi Shaanon Gelman,
of the Community Kollel in Boca Raton,
Florida, reported that of the 50 people
who attended the PASSOVER ACROSS
AMERICA Seder, 90% were new faces.

Each synagogue that hosted a
PASSOVER ACROSS AMERICA Seder received
copies of the newly published NJOP
Haggadah, which includes text in
Hebrew, English and transliterated
Hebrew, as well as a step-by-step leader’s
guide filled with explanations, stories
and unique seder insights. In addition,
each synagogue received a training video
and financial support to assist their mar-
keting and advertising efforts.

“I've run many communal seders,”
said Rabbi Elie Weinstock of Congregation

Kehilath Jeshurun in Manhattan, “but the
PASSOVER ACROSS AMERICA component and
the NJOP materials made the experience
even better, and brought in different peo-
ple. We had more than 150 people at our
seder, ranging from newborn babies to
senior citizens, and everyone involved
enjoyed a compelling, meaningful, and
moving experience.”

“The best thing for me was the
Haggadah,” said Rabbi Yaacov Vann of
the Calabasas Shul in Calabasas,
California. “It is very user-friendly and
is geared toward the needs of people
who may not have participated in a tra-
ditional seder before.”

“The NJOP leader’s guide was very
useful,” said Rabbi Barry Gelman of
United Orthodox Synagogues in
Houston, where 140 people attended a
seder on the second night of Passover. “It
provided me with innovative ideas for
explaining concepts and offered thoughts
that really resonated with people.”

Other synagogues were equally suc-
cessful in their efforts to implement
NJOP’s Model Seder and Pre-Passover
Workshop programs. The Model Seder
program, a step-by-step tour through
the Passover seder, complete with expla-
nations, stories and songs, is based on
Rabbi Buchwald’s renowned Lincoln
Square Synagogue Model Seder and has
been a popular program for many years.

The Pre-Passover Workshop, which
is new to the NJOP curriculum, was
designed to enable the uninitiated to
explore the larger motifs of Passover
prior to attending a seder. Included in
the Workshop are discussions concern-
ing the meaning of “Passover,” the
Haggadah, matzah and why the seder
is relevant to Jews of every age. NJOP’s
Pre-Passover Workshop reflects a real-
ization that in the 21st century, most
Jews have more than four questions for
which they seek answers.

“It’s clear that participating syna-
gogues communicated the very impor-
tant message that their doors are open
and that everyone is welcome to partici-
pate in PASSOVER ACROSS AMERICA,” said
Rabbi Buchwald. “The way individuals,
generations and communities connected
through this beautiful program really
underscores the themes of community
and freedom that are so powerful during
Passover. Hopefully, the connections that
were made between Jews and their her-
itage and between rabbis and communi-
ty members will produce spiritual bene-
fits for many years to come.” =




Blessing the Children, Blessing Ourselves:
SAA/C 2005 introduces the Birkat HaBanim Discussion Guide

May the L-rd protect and
defend you. May He always
shield you from shame. May you
come to be in Israel a shining name.
(“Sabbath Prayer,” Fiddler on the Roof)

and Golde's “Sabbath Prayer” for their five

daughters in the musical Fiddler on the Roof.
More than just a lovely song, however, the
“Sabbath Prayer” is Broadway’s attempt to por-
tray Birkat HaBanim, the weekly Shabbat custom
when Jewish parents bless their children on
Friday night.

One of the most important benefits of
Sabbath observance is the opportunity to celebrate
“family time.” Liberated from the constant inter-
ruptions of the telephone or the lure of the televi-
sion, Jews around the world spend Shabbat “qual-
ity time” together. Whether with relatives or
friends, or even among strangers in a new com-
munity, the Shabbat table fosters a warm family
atmosphere.

As the poet/philosopher Achad Ha'ahm
noted: “More than the Jews have kept Shabbat,

Perhaps you recognize these words from Tevya

Shabbat has kept the Jews.” But what about
Shabbat has kept the Jews? Perhaps it is the love
for Jewish life that is transmitted from one gener-
ation to the next through Birkat HaBanim, the
Blessing of the Children, every Friday night.

While it is customary for parents to bless their
children every week at Shabbat dinner, the Birkat
HaBanim Discussion Guide, NJOP’s newest
SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA/CANADA supplemental
program, focuses on the power of giving a blessing
to another person. In this way, all members of every
congregation, those with children and those with-
out, are included in the theme of the program.

The Birkat HaBanim Discussion Guide, writ-
ten and designed by NJOP’s Sarah Rochel Hewitt,
highlights four Biblical or Talmudic sources per-
taining to the general theme of blessings: ‘G-d’s
blessings to humankind,” ‘People blessing people,
‘Who has the ability to bless,” and ‘Blessings, not
miracles.” Through the detailed discussion guide,
moderators and participants at this year’s SAA/C
explored what it means to give a blessing to
another person, as well as why the Jews use the
specific text of the weekly blessing of the children.

The Birkat HaBanim Discussion Guide joins

a growing oeuvre of educational materials
designed to provide synagogues with specific,
pre-designed, Shabbat-centered programs for
SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA/CANADA. These programs,
including the Shalom Aleichem Discussion Guide
and the Aishet Chayil Study Guide, as well as the
Birkat HaBanim Discussion Guide, are available
for individual purchase through NJOP




Sthablbat enose Hmerieal/Canada 2005

The Ninth Annual SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA/CANADA, which was held on March 4, 2005, was a brilliant success. Over 650 synagogues and Jewish centers ran the
program this year, and many reported a significant increase in the number of participants. There were 47 new locations this year, including participants in

Montana. But don't take our word for the program’s popularity--here’s what the coordinators had to say!

It has been extremely
cold and snowy here in New
England. This program was just what the
doctor ordered to relieve the winter blues...

Even though our group was small, it was heart-

warming to know that we were a part of the big

picture celebrating the Sabbath nationwide with

thousands and thousands of fellow Jews.
Temple Beth Sholom
Hull, MA

One family who
participated in the program
“happened” to have been in town for a
medical conference. On Friday afternoon, they
were strolling the boardwalk and came to pass
the “Shul on the Beach” while SAA/C was being
set up. They were very happy about the
opportunity to join us for Shabbat dinner.
Pacific Jewish Center
Venice, CA

Makom Ohr Shalom’s
SAA program took the theme of
Jewish humor. For all who attended, it
was a very spirited and successful evening,
The rabbi, cantor and select congregants all
contributed humor, and there was much laughter
in the congregation. As part of the Oneg, we
had a game to tell and hear Jewish jokes,
which generated a lot of laughter and play.
Makom Ohr Shalom
West Hills, CA

We generally have two
Shabbat dinners each month. SAA
drew an entirely different cross section of the
community...] think our greatest success was in
the diversity of those who were attracted to
dinner and conversation before services.

Temple Jeremiah
Northfield, IL

One new young girl who came
with her family and had a great time said
before leaving: “Mom, can we come to
this shul from now on!”

The Richmond Hill Country Shul
Richmond Hill, ONT

Tthe Tenth /Hnnual Stabbat Heross Hmerica/Canada

Maret 35, 2006

Entering the social hall
with Shabbat candles on each
table in candleholders made by our students,
as well as Challah covers made by our
children...set the stage for a warm and
welcoming, spiritually fulfilling Shabbat

shared by all--200 of us!
Temple Beth El
Oakhurst, NJ

We had a “surprise”
participant, a young woman, a college
student, who saw our ad and “dropped in”
just before the meal. She told me that her
mother was Jewish but did not raise her with

any religion. She came to “see if she could join the
meal and learn about her faith.” We welcomed her,

she ate and blessed with us, stayed for services
and came back in the morning. On Wednesday
she came to our adult education class!
Beth El -
The Beaches Synagogue
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

We had an excellent
attendance with over 100 people.

Our Hebrew school students and their
families came. In addition, our members
contributed extra funds and we were able to
subsidize several Russian families. Monday
morning, the phone calls started coming in to
thank us for a wonderful event.

Bay Ridge Jewish Center
Brooklyn, NY
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successful actor, featured in Broadway’s
Barnum, to becoming a yeshiva student
in Israel, to staunch NJOP supporter.
This year, Eddie and his wife, Batya,
were the recipients of the Leslie Nelkin
Special Service Award, in acknowledg-
ment of their efforts to enhance Jewish
life through their acclaimed Jewish art
and architecture that has appeared
around the world over the past 20 years.

It all began at Rabbi Buchwald’s
Lincoln Square Synagogue Beginners
Service, which has served as the proto-
type for the hundreds of
services subsequently
created around
the world by
the National
Jewish
Outreach
Program.
Ina dra-
matic
recreation,
Eddie and
Rabbi
Buchwald
explored how a sim-
ple introduction to basic
Jewish concepts, accom-
panied by a warm and
caring Jewish community, inspired one
unaffiliated Jew to become a vital part
of the Jewish people.

In a fitting tribute, the Leslie Nelkin
Special Service Award was stirringly
presented to Batya and Eddie by
Batya’s father, Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, the
Chief Rabbi of Efrat and Founding
Rabbi of Lincoln Square Synagogue.
Having witnessed the profound effects
of Rabbi Buchwald’s outreach efforts
not only on the Lincoln Square
Synagogue community, but on his own
family as well, Rabbi Riskin commented:
“NJOP is about angels. Any human
being who helps bring about G-d’s des-
tiny in the world is ipso facto an angel.
Rabbi Buchwald is an active angel who
brings people into heaven even when
they are still walking on earth.”

Aside from the outreach “angels”
that NJOP sends throughout the world,
NJOP is also the beneficiary of the gen-
erosity of many angels who support the
creation of new programs accompanied
by innovative educational material and
creative advertising--which are dissemi-
nated free of charge to hundreds of par-
ticipating synagogues and Jewish cen-
ters. The annual Dinner is the perfect

Young Lead.

ership Awardees
Vladimir and Eliana Gutin

venue for NJOP to recognize and pay
tribute to these extraordinary donors
and their commitment to NJOP’s vital
work.

No organization could wish for a
more generous “angel” than Mr. Sam
Domb. NJOP has been truly blessed to
have been the recipient of his extraordi-
nary insight, generosity and love. In a
surprise tribute to Mr. Domb, Rabbi
Buchwald described a scene that por-
trayed Mr. Domb’s true nature:

“I was invited to a parlor meeting
that Sam Domb held in his townhouse

for the benefit of the Yeshiva
Ketana of Manhattan,
one of the day
schools on the
Upper West
Side. That
evening, Mr.
Domb
announced
his donation
of $100,000
to Yeshiva
Ketana--quite a
generous sum,
you must admit. But
Sam Domb has his own
way of giving charity.
When he announced the
$100,000 donation for Yeshiva Ketana, he
said to those in attendance: “There’s
another day school in our neighborhood
that also needs our support. I therefore
pledge an additional $100,000 to the
Manhattan Day School.” When I called
the leaders of the Manhattan Day School
to tell them of Sam'’s benevolence, they
were in shock. After all, they had not
expected nor solicited his money. Then
Sam said, ‘And Rabbi Buchwald is help-
ing to save Jews, so I'm giving him
$100,000 as well.” It was the charitable
equivalent of a hat trick, something that
we rarely see. That evening, Sam Domb
raised about $450,000 for Yeshiva Ketana
of Manhattan, and with those pledges in
hand, the yeshiva has gone on to raise
much more money on its own.”

Mr. Domb’s generosity is very real
and very substantial. The pain he feels,
not only for the catastrophes in Jewish
history, but also for the current state of
the Jewish people, is matched only by
his boundless love for his Jewish
brethren. By way of introducing this
year’s Guests of Honor, the Podolsky
family, Mr. Domb said, “The greatest
treasure that G-d gave the Jewish peo-
ple is the Torah, but not every one is a




scholar of the Torah. I am not...But I am
a defender of the Torah, and so are the
Podolskys...”

That the Podolsky family exists
today to share in the work of NJOP is,
in itself, a story of survival. From the
ashes of Europe, Zenek and Fanny
Podolsky came to Brooklyn, rebuilt their
lives and created a beautiful family with
seven children. Indeed, so profound is
their story of regeneration and dedica-
tion to their community, as well as their
personal success, that, at the end of the
evening, New York Democratic
Congressman Anthony
Weiner presented them
with a special
Congressional
Proclamation.

“History
taught us a
lesson,” Mr.
Domb
declared,
“that Jewish
survival can
only be guar-
anteed by us, not
by anyone else. And
tonight I want to tell you
that Jewish survival is
guaranteed by a family
by the name of Podolsky.
We cannot change our yesterdays, but
we sure can change our tomorrows.
[With] people like the Podolsky family,
there will be better tomorrows.”

Better tomorrows obviously begin
with the quality young leadership with-
in the Jewish community. This year,
NJOP’s Young Leadership Award was
presented to Eliana and Vladimir Gutin,
who have a unique, almost fairytale,
story. Eliana, a beautiful model from
Gorky in the former Soviet Union, came
to the United States and began model-
ing for a designer of clothing for
Orthodox Jewish women. Fascinated by
Jewish life, she began attending Rabbi
Buchwald’s Beginners Service and
eventually converted to Judaism. Eliana
met handsome, dashing Vlad, who was
then starting his career at Goldman-
Sachs, and told him in no uncertain
terms that she would not marry him
until he became more observant. She
brought him to the Beginners Service,
where he relearned the Hebrew he had
forgotten since his Bar Mitzvah. Now
married and blessed with two beautiful
children, they are living a full and ful-
filling Jewish life.

Guests of Honor

Sholom and Janet Spitz with
Ruth and Henry Wertheimer

“It wasn’t an easy path, for either of
us. I remember reading [NJOP’s] little
blue Hebrew Primer late at night, prac-
ticing Adon Olam and slowly drifting
off to a good night’s sleep. But week
after week, Rabbi Buchwald brought
the service to life and, as I began to bet-
ter understand the structure of the serv-
ice, going to synagogue became a lot
more meaningful and fun....As a movie
buff, I would say that going to services
without being able to read Hebrew is
like watching a foreign film without
subtitles and sound,” remarked

Vladimir, in a beautiful trib-
ute to NJOP for the
role it played in
their lives.

. While the
_ ? Gutins rep-
iy resent the

exciting

support

that comes
from NJOP
alumnae,
Honorees
Janet and
Sholom Spitz are
sterling examples of
NJOP supporters who,
from the very begin-
ning, have watched the
transformation of the organization from
a one-man show into a nation-wide and
worldwide phenomenon.

The Spitzes relationship with NJOP
stems both from their commitment to
the Jewish people and familial bonds--
they are the brother-in-law and sister-
in-law of Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald.
While it might have been this family tie
that brought NJOP to the Spitzes” atten-
tion, it was the incredible energy and
the success of Rabbi Buchwald and his
organization that made them such
enthusiastic supporters. “We all began
to realize,” commented Sholom, “that
[Rabbi Buchwald] had a unique capaci-
ty to reach people on a level that
allowed them to experience Judaism
and connect to their souls as never
before.” That realization is the founda-
tion of the Spitzes” support of the
National Jewish Outreach Program,
and, as noted by Janet and Uri Kaufthal
during the Spitzes’ tribute video, it is
support that they give with constant
positive energy and enjoyment.

In addition to their ongoing support,
the Spitzes have been the sponsors of
Rabbi Buchwald’s weekly Torah mes-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Ulo and Eva Barad

Joshua Eisner, Karen
Lehmann-Eisner and
Elliot Schwartz

Harry and Rachel Skydell,
Sam Domb and Orlee Gal




DINNER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

sage since the founding of NJOP in
1987, in memory of Naftali Tzvi Spitz,
z"], the father of Sholom Spitz and
Aidel Buchwald.

As the Dinner drew to its conclu-
sion, Rabbi Buchwald announced one
final tribute. “While I am given credit
for the success of NJOB” Rabbi
Buchwald stated, “Beryl Levenson
[Associate Director of NJOP] was there
from the very start. Beryl is the true
heart and soul of the National Jewish
Outreach Program. Over the past 17
years...Beryl took our organization from
its infancy and guided it to become one
of the largest and most successful out-
reach organizations in the world. Time
has no meaning for Beryl, she is on for
the Jewish people 24/7.” Rabbi
Buchwald also noted that Beryl’s hus-
band Sam, an accountant, has also
given of his talents to help NJOP when-
ever asked. After 17 years of dedication,
Beryl and Sam have moved forward
with their plans for Aliyah. While Beryl
found people to take over some of her
work, the organization is blessed to

know that she will be continuing to
Dr. Bob and Ruth Riemer work for N]OP from afar. Richard Linhart, Rabbi ]onatban
Rosenblatt and Toby Schapiro

Harvey and Gloria Kaylie Gail and Michael Weisbrod

Dedication such as that demonstrat-
ed by NJOP’s honorees and employees
attests to just how important NJOP’s
work is, and the success of the Eleventh
Annual Dinner is a testament to how
deeply and effectively that work
touches the Jewish people. =

Rabbi Buchwald Samantha and Jena Podolsky
and Dr. Charles Feldman

Congressman Anthony Weiner and Sam Domb present
the Podolskys with a Congressional Proclamation Mr. Sam Domb




Séugles Dinner Namber S/

There are many ways to reach out to the Jewish people, and NJOP is commit-

ted to utilizing the ones that show the most promise. Convinced of the D

positive impact of the warmth of a Shabbat meal, along with the opportunity Outreach Program
to hear inspiring words of Torah, and perhaps meet the right person, NJOP has, 989 15]1;(31\1% ‘;imﬁ%{ 1?8%11200r
for the last 5 years, been reaching out to singles on Manhattan’s Upper West 646-871-4444 o éOO-44—HEBREW
Side with sumptuous Friday night dinners. On April 8, 2005, NJOE once again, info@njop.org
hosted a special Shabbat dinner, sponsored by our loyal and dear friend Mr. WWW.Njop.org
Sam Domb, at the West Side Institutional Synagogue. NJOP Founder and Director
Over 200 singles from across the tri-state area attended the spirited evening. Ephraim Z. Buchwald
Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald kicked off the night with opening remarks, followed NJOP Board Members
by Gary Tolchinksy’s insightful Dvar Torah. Guest Speaker David Fishof, agent Robin Gordon Apple  Howard I. Hoffen
to high profile sports figures and music stars, kept the audience at the edge of Marc Belzberg Tlan Kaufthal
their seats with his exciting and amusing speech describing his efforts to serve Ludwig Bravmann  Dr. Elizabeth Konecky
his clients effectively, while at the same time observing his faith correctly. Valerie T Diker Jack Nash
Thank you to our loyal Honorary Chairs, dedicated committee and table Ll Elnruet George Rohr
Alec Ellison Marc Rowan

hosts for their hard work and for helping to make this dinner a true success.

Honorellry Chairs: Carole and Jack Forgash anq Michelle and Eli Salig. o S;ﬁ?;g'}ifcml E;i::ﬁ = Snge
Committee: Karen and Andrew Duell, Joe Fraiman, Ron Goldofsky, Marjorie Tracy Gerber Cyrus Schwartz
Lipkin, Ruth and Benjamin Lubick, Rabbi Mayer Offman, Joel Pelofsky, Adena Alan E. Goldberg Leonard Shaykin
Samowitz. = Bernard Goldberg Moshael Straus
Hillel A. Gross Jeffrey I. Zuckerman

HIGH ON HIGH HOLIDAY CARDS

elieve it or not, Rosh Hashanah is just around the corner! So, it's not too early to start thinking about purchasing beautiful
High Holiday cards to send to your friends and relatives--and NJOP has just the cards you've been looking for!

Your support of the National Jewish Outreach Program through the purchase of your choice of these beautiful and mean-
ingful New Year cards will enable NJOP to continue to expand its free educational programs, reaching ever wider audiences. At
the same time, you will have a meaningful way of expressing your best wishes to those you care about. Friends, neighbors, co-
workers, family--let everyone in your life know that you are thinking about them during the holiday season.

For centuries, Jews have survived because they have been educationally informed and spiritually inspired. Please share in
the important mitzvah of helping others by purchasing NJOP’s beautiful, full color New Year cards, which will help NJOP
sponsor more classes, create additional programs and help bring our fellow Jews home!

Order forms will be arriving at your home shortly. All orders will be processed and mailed within two days of receipt.
Early orders will be shipped free of charge (an $8 saving!). If you do not receive your High Holiday order form soon, please
email beryl@njop.org, call Esther Bochner at 646-871-4444 ext. 51, or visit www.njop.org

AU g00d wishes to you and your family for a very sweet and liappy New Year.




FROM THE MAIL ROOM...
Responses to Read
Hebrew America/Canada

I'm grateful that the program exists. I tried to review
Hebrew on my own last year--that was not successful. I
didn’t know where to turn at a reasonable cost. I like my
teacher and the materials. I rarely take the time to fill out
surveys because I am so pressed for time, but I felt I owe you
at least this for a program that is very important to me.

S A

Conshohocken, PA

I've had real difficulty when I tried previously. This course
made it easier. I was thrilled from the first lesson when I
actually understood a sentence. From that point onward, I
was “hooked on Hebrew!”
Elizabeth Bedwell
Mississauga, ON

The most informative and excellent learning program I have
ever had.

F F.

Brooklyn, NY

This course is a wonderful introduction to reading Hebrew.
It is very exciting for me to read some Hebrew and many of
the prayers.

5. K

Hewlett, NY

It was a very positive experience and opened up a new
world to me.
K K.
Smithtown, NY

A definite learning experience as well as a link to a basic life-
long thread/culture that never goes away--and that’s a good
thing.

Susan Rotter

East Meadow, NY

The techniques the Rabbi used to teach us the alphabet and
reading were so good. I never could learn how to read
Hebrew as a child -I didn’t grasp it- but I learned the whole
alphabet in only a few hours!
Karen Silverman
Dresher, PA

I really enjoyed the program. I can read simple Hebrew texts
now. I feel more connected to my Judaism as a result.
Alison Spitzer
Allentown, PA

I enjoyed the informal atmosphere of the class and the
gracious manner of the instructor in explaining points and
answering questions.
Anonymous
Brevard, NC

BUILDER

Valerie & Charles Diker
Sam Domb
Tamar Sadeh Ellison & Alec Ellison
Sylvia & Carl Freyer
Bernard Goldberg
Estate of Edward S. Gordon
Margot & Fred Kann
Keren Keshet/

The Rainbow Foundation
Estate of Shirley M. Lazar
Barbara Duberstein & David Messer
The Nash Family Foundation, Inc.
Ruth & Harold Nelkin
Estate of Leslie A. Nelkin
Fannie & Zenek Podolsky
Sharon & Jay Podolsky
Shirley & Stuart Podolsky
Ingeborg & Ira Rennert
Carolyn & Marc Rowan
Michelle & Eli Salig

GUARDIAN

The Applebaum Foundation/
Jane & Warren Weiss

Eva & Ulo Barad

Deborah & Dr. Richard Born

Pamela & George Rohr

Janet & Saul Spitz

PACESETTER

Rosalyn & Ronald Binday

Lotte & Ludwig Bravmann

Dr. Susan & Robert Chambre

Karen & Andrew Duell

Wendy & Brandon Dunn

Caryl & Israel Englander

Tracy & Sander Gerber

Mrs. Elsie Goldberg

Sandra & Howard Hoffen

Beverly & Richard Horowitz

Linda & Ralph Kaffel

Linda & Ilan Kaufthal

Belda & Marcel Lindenbaum

B.L. Manger Foundation, Inc.

Sarra & Cyrus Schwartz

Rona & Andrew Steinerman

Ullendorff Memorial Foundation/
Regina & Doris E. Ullendorff

GUARANTOR

Renee & Steven Adelsberg
Robin & Stephen Apple
David Berg Foundation/
Michele C. Tocci
Nancy & Joseph Chetrit
Suzan & Fred Ehrman
Helene S. & Ziel Feldman
Toby & Ronny Hersh
Yaakov R. Kronfeld
Dr. Leora & Richard Linhart
Lauren & Ezra Merkin
JoAnn Hassan & Martin Perlman
Bethia Straus & Dr. Paul Quintas
Zelda Stern & Stanley Rosenzweig/
Harry Stern Family Foundation
Estate of Tirzah Rothschild
Carol & Lawrence Saper
Rachel & Harry Skydell
Jerry Wartski

SPONSOR

Stephanie & Jeffrey Appelblatt
Amelia & Richard Bernstein
Helene & Ari Bousbib

Aidel & Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald
Drs. Dawne & Matthew Eichen

Judith Weil Epstein & Lloyd Epstein
Earl N. Feldman

Shelley & Dr. Robert Fischel
Matta & Harry Freund
William Friedman

Eliana & Vladimir Gutin
Florie & Benson Jerusalmi
Gloria & Harvey Kaylie

Lisa & Roger Koenigsberg
Karen & Mitchell Kuflik
Albert Louzoun

Rose Mattus

Rose & Henry Moskowitz
Florence Norych

Rabbi Mayer Offman

Susan & Jonathan Petak
Linda & Arthur Rogers
Merry & Dr. Sidney Rosman
Yona & Joshua Shoshan
Abraham Werzberger
Miriam & Jeffrey Zuckerman

DONOR

Stacey & Harvey Abrahams
Dr. Jayne & Harvey Beker
Paul P Bernstein
Nava & Daniel Bettinger
Kelly & Glenn Binday
Karen & Michael Binday
Janice Horowitz
& Richard M. Bookstaber
Blanche & Yedidiah Buchwald
Nancy Jacobs & Leonard Cohen
Claire & Oren Cohen
Claire & Rabbi Baruch Cohon
Congregation Ohab Sholem
Uptown Synagogue
Florence & Michael Edelstein
Yvette & Eric Edidin
Dana & Adam Fine/
Fine Family Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Hope Fischer
Carole & Jack Forgash
Anne & Natalio Fridman
Lee & Robert Furman
Victoria & Buzzy Geduld
Ana-Lisa & Mendi Gertner
Lili Goldberg
Ellen & David Goldschmidt
Helena & Marvin Goldstein
Kenneth Gordon
Fanya Gottesfeld Heller
Laurel E. Henschel
Joyce & James Herlands
HSBC Bank USA
Karen & Alain Ickovics
Rivkah & Eddie Izso
Vicki & Samuel Katz
Ruth & Dr. Jerry Kestenbaum
Bryna & Joshua Landes
Cheryl & Lee Lasher
Carl M. Lerner
Jean & Armand Lindenbaum
Beth & Joshua Mermelstein
Jennifer & Joseph Morris
Ari H. Moses
Beth Goldberg Nash & Joshua Nash
Arlene & Jeffrey Peldman
Pfizer Foundation Matching
Gifts Program
Deborah & Lawrence Pomeranc
Dr. Gloria Rapoport
Drs. Frances & Shlomo Raziel
Maria & Glenn Reicin
Diana & Ira Riklis
Leonard G. Rosen
Vivian & Henry Rosenberg
Susan & Joseph Rosenfield
Patricia & David Samuels




NJOP gratefully acknowledges receipt of the following
major contributions from individuals and institutions *

Sheira & Steven Schacter

Martine & Jack Schenker

Alice & Stephen Shapiro

Ilyse M. Shechtel

Judith & Isaac Sherman

Andrew R. Siegel

Katya Goldman & Michael Sonnenfeldt

Radine & William Spier

Ethan Starr

Ellen & Jerome Stern

Bea & David Tendler

Robyn & Mark Tsesarsky

Gail & Michael B. Weisbrod

Ruth & Henry Wertheimer

Laurie & Richard Wolff

Dr. Rita Wroblewski

Tami & Samuel Yellin/
CoView Capital Inc.

SUSTAINER
Diane & The Honorable Robert Abrams
Nicole & Raanan Agus
Tamra Gould & Howard Amster
Anonymous
Melissa & Neil Bane
Ayala & Gary Barnett
Henri Bengualid
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation
Dr. Susan & Philip Druck
Susan & Edward Falk
Rella & Dr. Charles Feldman
Meira & Thomas Fleisch
Maurice Friedman
Deborah & Elliot Gibber
Estelle & Leonard Glass
Mr. & Mrs. Moritz Goldfeier
Lola & Michael Goodstein
Avivah & Michael Gottlieb
Pamela HB Gross
Joan Jakubovitz & Family
Mrs. Erica Jesselson
Linda & Michael Jesselson/

Jesselson Foundation
Raelene & Dr. Alvin Joran
Hanni & Peter Kaufmann
Dr. Beth & Peter Kolevzon
Elizabeth Rosenkrantz

& Steve Lancman
Kaila & Elliot Lasky
Marilyn & Eliot Lauer
Shari & Nathan J. Lindenbaum
Ruth & Theodore Mirvis
Rabia & Oliver Mitchell
Michele & David Morse
Amy L. Nelkin
Harold Orbuch
Naava & Jeffrey Parker
Gail & Ephraim Propp
Eugenie & Mortimer Propp
Rachel & Michael Rimland
Malki & J. Philip Rosen
Drs. Kathy Halton & Marc Rosenblatt
Rivki & Dr. Lindsay Rosenwald
Ann & Dr. Howard Rosman
Debbie & David Sable
Leah & Ephraim Savitt
Ellen & Robert Shasha
Susan & Scott Shay
Vivienne & Mordecai Soloff
Bonnie & Steven Stern
Joyce & Daniel Straus
Robin & Warren Struhl
Eva & Emil Talel
Adele & Dr. Walter Wasser
Bettina & Spencer Waxman
Shirley & Solomon Weiss

BENEFACTOR

Steven Alevy

Anonymous
Dr. David Arbesfeld
Rabbi Hyman & Ann Arbesfeld
Pnina Arbesfeld
Miriam & Dr. Marvin Belsky
Dvora & Philippe Benedict
Amy & Alan Benjamin
Helena & Dr. Stanley Benzel
Arlene Bergman
Phyllis & Martin Berman
Barbara & Jonathan Blinken
Donna & Bernard Broome
Eric Buchwald
Tammy & Sidney Cohen
Goldie & Neil Ellman
Faith & Harry Feder
Janie & Robert Fisher
Irene & Richard Frary
Ann Rena & Michael Friedman
Phyllis & Stanley Getzler
Lisa & Paul Glazer
Jean & Eugen Gluck
Adrienne Karolyi & David Goldberg
Evelyn & Harry Goldfeier
Pamela & Eric Goldschmidt
Suzanna & Leslie Gollender
Sharon & Steven Goodman
Estate of Mildred Gordon
Beatrice & Shelley Goren
Esther & Dr. William Green
Drs. Adrienne Masin Greenblatt
& David Greenblatt
Susan & Harvey Haber
Karen Hobert
Shelley Erlich & Steven Holm
Susan & Irwin Jacobs
Debbie & Henry Kamioner
Judy & Uri Kaufthal
Mrs. Rebecca Kevelson
Phyllis & Joseph Korff
Tanya Friedman Kramer
& Daniel Kramer
George Kransdorf
Bobbie Sue Daitch & David Landau
Rose & Morton Landowne
Jennie Lebwohl
Anne Lehmann
Drs. Naomi & Martin Leib
Sheila & Jeffrey Levine
Gayle & Daniel Lewis
Rose & Leo Liebowitz
Ellen & Mordecai Lipkis
Audrey & Rabbi Haskel Lookstein
Joyce & Jerald Newman
Lisa & Arthur Perl
Sang & James Propp
B. A. Pugh, Jr.
Beryl Korot & Steve Reich
Lenore & Glenn Richter
Nancy & Douglas Rose
Barbara Goodstein & Robert Rosenblatt
Carolyn & Ernie Roth
Chaya Saity
Ariela & Izzy Schiller
Drs. Arlene & Michael Schulder
Beth & Joshua Schwartz
Dr. Richard Seaman
Maura & Leonard Shaykin
Gabriela & Jack Shnay
Marion & Maurice Spanbock
Joseph B. Sprung
Lillian & Avi Stein
Phyllis & Ted Struhl
Susan & Marvin Tisser
Drs. Linda & Bernard Weiner
Kim Gantz & Sanford Wexler
Susan & Henry Zilberman

NJOP
ACKNOWLEDGES
WITH GRATITUDE

PATRON THE FOLLOWING
Seymour Adler
AON Matching Gift Program RECENT
Mollie & Irving Bender
Dorothy & Julius Berman D E D I CAT I O N S:
Hadassah & Rabbi Marvin Bienenfeld
Ann Crockos
Sherri J. Daniels 2005 EDITION OF
Beth Epstein REISHITH BINAH
Pamela & Harold Falik

Dedicated in loving memory of
Rose Ferris Cherry, z"1,
by Linda and Ralph,
Binyamin, Philip
and David Kaffel

Edith & Solomon Freedman
Marc G. Friedman
Karen & Dror Futter
The Honorable Robert D.
& Zivia H. Gill
Dean Godson
Milton M. Gottesman
Dr. Jerry Gross
Sharon & Sinclair Haberman
Dr. Rosy & Steven Joseph
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey H. Koppele
Elli & Israel Krakowski
The Lindemann Foundation, Inc.
Dikla & Dr. Todd Lynn
Betty & Isaac Mandel
Laurel & Joel Marcus
Deborah & Michael Markowitz
Michele & Avi Masliansky
Judy & Shep Melzer
Cheryl & Michael Minikes
Lorena Orellana & Dr. Ezra Moche
Fern & Louis Oppenheim
Joel N. Pelofsky
Ruth & Jack Raisner
Karen & Michael Raskas
Phyllis & Douglas Rimsky
Elizabeth & Rabbi Gidon Rothstein
Irving Rotter

2005 EDITION OF
REISHITH BINAH
Dedicated in loving memory of
William Goldberg, z1,
by the Goldberg Family

2005 EDITION OF
REISHITH BINAH
Dedicated in loving memory of
Max Herbert Petak, z”1,
by the Petak Family

2005 EDITION OF
REISHITH BINAH
Dedicated in loving memory of
Dr. Heshy Rosenbaum, z”1,
by the Rosenbaum, Scharf

Joseph Scharf o
Sharona & Ari Schochet and Senter Families
William Schor

Evelyn & Samuel Shechter

Alan B. Slifka AVINU MALKEINU
Rose Taubenfeld Sokol LEVEL 1 MODULE

Judith & Dr. Edward Steinberg
Elizabeth & Peter Steinlauf
Judith & Dr. Jack Stern

Dedicated in loving memory of
Hanoch Reuven ben Dovid, z”1,

Linda & Ted Struhl by the Chambré Family
Judith & Dr. Jerry Tamkin

Carol & Michael Tawil

Eva & Evan Torczyner ]EMSH HISTORY
Gail & Yuri Usher COMPANION GUIDE

Vaad Machzikei Kashrus Inc.
Dr. Thelma Warshaw
Naomi & Bernard Zweig

Dedicated in honor of
Rabbi Yitzchak Rosenbaum,
by Andrew R. Siegel

MINI REISHITH BINAH
Dedicated in loving memory of
Hanoch Reuven ben Dovid, z"1,

by the Chambré Family

*Contributions received between
March |, 2004 and June |, 2005

THE NJOP HAGGADAH
Dedicated in loving memory of
Jack Adjmi, z"1,
by the Adjmi Family

Thank
A (-]11




VIRTUAL

SHABBAT |
CD-Rom «iss

The Interactive
Shabbat Experience

Updated Version 1.2
Order Yours Today!

Call 800-44-Torah
Only $19.95

Do You WANT E-MAIL FROM
RABBI BUCHWALD EVERY WEEK?
Register now to receive Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald’s
Weekly Torah Message. To subscribe, complete and

return this form, or email the requested information
to: subscribe@njop.org

Name

E-mail

Address
City
Day Phone

State Zip

Eve Phone

FOURTH ANNUAL FOOD & WINE

TASTING EXTRAVAGANZA!
September |3,2005!

he National Jewish Outreach Program’s Fourth Annual Food and Wine Tasting
Extravaganza and Chinese Auction will be held on September 13, 2005, at The
Roosevelt Hotel located at Madison Avenue at 45th Street.
The Food and Wine Tasting Extravaganza, which has been highly praised as
NJOP’s stellar Young Leaders’ event, is expected to once again be a sell-out affair.
Critical to the evening’s success is the silent auction/raffle, which raises vital
funds for NJOP programs. NJOP seeks your assistance in making this year’s prizes
as exciting as ever. Anyone who may be in a position to donate or sponsor a gift for
the auction, or to make a reservation for the event, please contact Rachael
Erlichman at 646-871-0111 or rachaele@njop.org. -

IN MEMORIAM

NJOP records with sorrow the following losses

Seymour Bader Dr. Alfred Messer

beloved husband of Miriam Bader, devoted
father of Karen Ickovics and William Bader

Meilech Berkowitz
beloved husband of Laura Berkowitz
and devoted father of Rivki Adler
and Dr. Dov Berkowitz

beloved husband of Evelyn Messer, devoted
father of Adam Messer and David Messer

Aaron Rosenbaum
beloved husband of Rosalind Rosenbaum,
devoted father of Honey Senter,
Rabbi Yitzchak Rosenbaum, Esther Scharf,

erica. Your support is
most appreciated.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE/ZIP

PHONE

Amount enclosed:

0 Associate $36
0 Contributing ~ $100 Q Supporter $600
0 Patron $1,000 Q Donor $2,500

Make your tax deductible check payable and mail to:
NATIONAL JEwIsSH OUTREACH PROGRAM

989 Sixth Avenue, 10th Floor, New York, NY 10018
Telephone: 646-871-4444 Fax: 646-871-0100
info@njop.org WwWw.njop.org

E-MAIL

Q Friend $50

e —————— =

NG —. Rabbi Yehuda Rosenbaum,
beloved husband of Lolabee Berson, devoted and the late Dr. Heshy Rosenbaum
father of Rhetta Felton and Bonnie Stern Shirley Schulder

beloved wife of Paul Schulder, devoted
mother of Lynnette Gruenhut,
Elliot Schulder, Dr. Michael Schulder
and William Schulder

Jonathan Spanbock
beloved husband of Carol Spanbock, cherished
son of Maurice and Marion Spanbock, devoted
father of Sara, Dina and Benjamin Spanbock

Stern
devoted father of Sareva Naor, Zelda Stern,
Jerome Stern, Dr. Sheva Adler, Rebecca
Herschkopf and Chayim Stern

Irene Stern
devoted mother of Joyce Herlands,
Steven Stern and Roy Stern

Adam Dunietz and David (Dudyck) Dunietz
beloved brothers of Eva Barad

Herman Goffin
devoted father of Cantor Sherwood Goffin

Natan Gotesman
devoted father of Toby Schneier

Milton Gottesman
beloved brother of David S. Gottesman

Lea Gross
devoted mother of Susan Degan,
Pamela HB Gross and William Gross

Rae Kushner
devoted mother of Linda Laulicht,
Murray Kushner, Charles Kushner
and Esther Schulder
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